
Notice of Intent to Offer Architectural Services Prior To Registration in Iowa 
 

in accordance with Iowa Code Section 544A.15(1) and 193B Iowa Administrative Code 2.2(2) 
 
Iowa Code Section 544A.15(1) 
“…The Board may by rule authorize a person to offer to perform architectural services in this state prior to 
licensure in this state if the person is licensed in good standing to practice architecture in at least one other state 
or jurisdiction, the person holds a certificate from a national certification council recognized by the board, the 
person makes such disclosers as the board may require by rule, and the person become duly licensed in this 
state prior to otherwise practicing architecture in this state as defined in section 544A.16, subsection 9.” 
 
193B Iowa Administrative Code 2.2(2) 
Applicants seeking architectural commission in Iowa. A person seeking an architectural commission in this state 
may be admitted to this state for the purpose of offering to provide architectural services, and for that purpose 
only, without first being licensed in this state if: 
 a.  The person holds an NCARB certificate; and 
 b.  The person holds a current and valid license issued by a licensing authority recognized by this state; and 
 c.  The person notifies the board in writing on a form provided by the board that the person: 

 (1) Holds an NCARB certificate and a current and valid license issued by a licensing authority 
recognized by this state, 
 (2) Is not currently licensed in this state but will be present in this state for the purpose of offering 
to provide architectural services on a temporary basis, and 
 (3) Has no previous or pending disciplinary action by any licensing authority; and 

 d.  The person delivers a copy of the notice referred to in paragraph “c” to every potential client to whom 
the person offers to provide architectural services; and 
 e.  The person provides the board with a sworn statement of intent to apply immediately to the board for 
licensure if selected as the architect for a project in this state. 
The person is prohibited from actually providing architectural services until the person has been issued a valid 
license in this state. 
 
Iowa Code Section 544A.16(9) 
“Practice of architecture” means performing, or offering to perform, professional architectural services in 
connection with the design, preparation of construction documents, or construction of one or more buildings, 
structures, or related projects, and the space within and surrounding the buildings or structures, or the addition 
to or alteration of one or more buildings or structures, which buildings or structures have as their principal 
purpose human occupancy or habitation, if the safeguarding of life, health, or property is concerned or involved, 
unless the buildings or structures are excepted from the requirements of this chapter by section 544A.18. 
 
Iowa Code Section 544A.16(10) 
“Professional architectural services” means consultation, investigation, evaluation, programming, planning, 
preliminary design and feasibility studies, designs, drawings, specifications and other technical submissions, 
administration of construction contracts, observation of construction site progress, or other services and 
instruments of service related to architecture. A person is performing or offering to perform professional 
architectural services within the meaning of this chapter, if the person, by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, 
letterhead, card, or in any other way represents the person to be an architect or through the use of a title 
implies that the person is an architect. 
 


